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Figure 2. The October 1839 issue of the American Journal of Science and 
Arts, including Allan’s “On Coins and Medals.”
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Allan closed by mentioning the medal struck in commemoration of 
the bicentennial of the founding of New Haven, Connecticut (home of 
the American Journal of Science and Arts, and the impetus behind Sil-
liman’s request for some words by Allan for the journal). Allan was in-
volved in the design of that medal, which was struck by the U.S. Mint.8

Allan was very widely respected among his fellow collectors. Af-
ter his death, the Bradford Club, a bibliophilic society active between 
1859 and 1867 in New York, published a memorial volume for him.9 
Attinelli thought highly of him, saying that “Mr. Allan was so noted 
an antiquarian as to require no further mention from me”—and yet At-
tinelli himself didn’t know of this article, failing to include it in his 1876 
Numisgraphics.10 

Allan’s article is of considerable importance as one of the very few 
numismatic works published in this country in the 1830s and as perhaps 
the only numismatic work authored by Allan, one of our American nu-
mismatic pioneers.

 8 The medal is catalogued as CM-37 in R. W. Julian, Medals of the United States Mint: 
The First Century, 1792–1892 (El Cajon, Calif.: TAMS, 1977). A silver specimen of 
this medal was sold in the Allan library sale (lot 4299) for $9.

 9 Bradford Club, Memorial of John Allan (New York: Printed for the Bradford Club, 
1864). 

 10 Attinelli, Numisgraphics, p. 36.


