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The second part of the John J. Ford, Jr. American Num smatic Library

and the outstanding Craig and Ruanne Smth Library, sold at auction on
June 4 & 6, 2005, brought a total of over $571,000. This is the second
hi ghest total ever recorded for an auction event conprised of rare and
out of print numsmatic literature, exceeded only by the June 1, 2004 Ford
| sale, which brought 1.66 mllion dollars. The 400 lots in the Smth
Library realized nearly $383,000; the 750 Ford lots realized over
$188, 000.
The total amount realized by the two Ford Library sales cones to an
astoundi ng $1, 851,000. This eclipses the total of approximtely one
mllion dollars realized by the four Armand Chanpa Li brary sal es, and t he
1.25mlliondollar total of thefiveHarry Bass Li brary sales. Illustrated
copies of the Ford Il and Smth catal ogues, acconpanied by the prices
realized list, may still be ordered by sendi ng $35. 00 t o Geor ge Frederi ck
Kol be, Fine Num smatic Books, P. O Drawer 3100, Crestline, CA 92325. A
l[imted nunmber of Ford | catal ogues are also avail able for $35. 00.

Sal e hi ghli ghts i nclude: a superb | eat her bound set of The Num smati st,
1888-1952, including the first six original volumes fromthe library of
thefirst A N A president, brought $41, 400; a conpl et e, handsonel y bound
set of the Anmerican Journal of Numi snmatics realized $34,500; a conplete,
nost attractive | eather bound set of Anmerican Num smatic Society Num s-
mat i ¢ Not es and Mbnogr aphs sol d for $10, 925; a handsone | eat her bound set
of Ars Cl assica auction sal e cat al ogues of anci ent coi ns went for $5, 750;
a nunber of Chapman Brothers auction catal ogues with original photo-
graphic plates, along with a nunber of the firm s uni que Bi d Books br ought
strong prices, led by S. H Chapman’s priced and naned 1916 Benent sal e,



whi ch sold for $4,830; Colonel Geen's deluxe full norocco edition of
Browni ng’ s cl assic 1925 work on quarter dollars realized $12, 650; several
har dbound sets of classic 19th and 20th century Anmerican auction sale
catal ogues originally in the George Fuld Library nostly brought strong
prices; fascinating and historically inportant early correspondence
witten by Walter Breen, John J. Ford, Jr., and other inportant Anmerican
num smati sts generally sold very well, bringing as nuch as five tines—
i n one case over ten times—the estimates; inmportant Americana, including
an extensi ve sel ecti on of nineteenth century Ameri can Directories brought
m xed, though often strong, prices; eight remarkably fine origi nal copies
of Crosby’s 1875 Early Coi ns of Anmerica, including John Robi nson’s superb
Subscription Copy sold extrenely well, the subscription copy selling for
aworldrecordprice of $10, 350; a fine hardbound set of B. Max Mehl aucti on
sal e catal ogues and a set of Mehl’s Numi smatic Monthly sold for $6, 325
and $2, 300 respectively; a very rare 1840 Brasseaux work on Napol eonic
medal s went for $920; and Harry Bass’'s annotated set of Walter Breen
nonogr aphs on United States gold coins, estimted at $2,500, sold for
$5, 290.



